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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

2. Claims 9-1 1 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Richter et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,190,179). 

3. Regarding Claim 9, Richter et al. discloses a container comprising: a container 
main body having a roof plate (Figure 1 below) and a left/right pair of side wall plates 
(Figure 1 below); a bottom plate (Figure 1 below); and a front door (Figure 1 below) and 
a rear door (Figure 1 below) which respectively open and close a front end portion and 
a rear end portion of said container main body (Figure 1), wherein said container main 
body and said bottom plate are displaceable relative to each other in a front-rear 
direction of the bottom plate from a neutral reference position, in which said bottom 
plate is aligned with said container main body (Figure 1), and wherein said container 
main body and said bottom plate are displaceable relative to each other between a first 
exposed position, in which said container main body is positioned rearward of said 
bottom plate such that a front portion of said bottom plate is exposed from said 
container main body, and a second exposed position, in which said container main body 
is positioned forward of said bottom plate such that a rear portion of said bottom plate is 
exposed from said container main body (Examiner believes that since the bottom plate 
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is removable (Figure 3), the main body can be placed in front of the base as well as 
behind the base to read on the applicant's claim language). 




sidewall plate 

4. Regarding Claim 10, Richter et al. discloses said container main body is 
displaceable from said neutral position between said first exposed position and said 
second exposed position (Figure 26). 

5. Regarding Claims 1 1 and 1 7, Richter et al. discloses each of said pair of side 
wall plates comprises an upper portion sidewall plate (Figure 1 above) and a lower 
portion side wall plate (Figure 1 above) rotatably connected at a rotating portion (Figure 
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26), each of said upper portion side wall plates is rotatable about said roof plate (Figure 
26), each of said lower portion side wall plates is rotatable about said bottom plate 
(Figure 26), said container main body is displaceable between a base state, in which 
each of said side wall plates is substantially vertical and said roof plate is separated 
from said bottom plate, and a folded state (Figure 26), in which each of said side wall 
plates is folded inward at said rotating portion such that said roof plate is moved close to 
said bottom plate, and said front door and said rear door are displaceable between a 
base state, in which said front door and said rear door are substantially vertical (Figure 
1) and close said front end portion and said rear end portion of said container main 
body, and a folded state, in which said front door and said rear door overlap said bottom 
plate or said roof plate (Column 2, Lines 35-36). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1 2 and 1 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Richter et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,190,179) in view of Gonska (U.S. Patent No. 
5,639,174). 

8. Regarding Claims 1 2 and 1 8, Richter et al. discloses a front door and/or said rear 
door is/are rotatably connected to said front end portion and/or said rear end portion of 
said bottom plate (Column 2, Lines 35-36), respectively, and said front door and/or said 
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rear door is/are displaceable between a base state, in which said front door and/or said 
rear door is/are substantially vertical and close(s) said front end portion and/or said rear 
end portion of said container main body (Figure 1), respectively, and an 
insertion/removal state (Column 2, Lines 35-36). Richter et al. does not disclose a front 
door and/or said rear door respectively connect(s) said front end portion and/or said 
rear end portion of said bottom plate with a loading surface that is exterior to said 
bottom plate, wherein the loading surface is adapted to support cargo to be loaded into 
the container. However, Gonska teaches a front and rear door which can rotate 
externally to the base to provide a loading surface (Figure 2). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Richter et al. to include front and rear doors rotatable external the base to 
provide a loading surface, as taught by Gonska, in order to allow easy entrance and exit 
to the container. 

9. Claims 1 3-15 and 1 9-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Richter et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,190,179) in view of Gonska (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,639,174) and Klahold (U.S. Patent No. 4,993,898). 

1 0. Regarding Claims 1 3-1 5 and 1 9-21 , Richter et al. and Gonska teach all the 
limitations substantially as claimed except for a flexible fixing member having a pair of 
circumferential-direction linear members which are flexible, have a linear shape, and 
correspond to a circumferential direction of a tire of said automobile, and a width- 
direction linear member which is flexible, has a linear shape, connects said pair of 
circumferential-direction linear members, and corresponds to a width direction of said 
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tire; and a first fixing portion and a second fixing portion provided in relation to said 
bottom plate, a part of said circumferential-direction linear member on one side of a part 
which is disposed along at least an upper end portion of said tire being fixed to said first 
fixing portion, and a part of said circumferential-direction linear member on the other 
side of said part which is disposed along at least said upper end portion of said tire 
being fixed to said second fixing portion; wherein positions of said first fixing portion and 
said second fixing portion in said front-rear direction of said bottom plate are selectable 
and a tensioning member to tension the first and second fixing portion to the bottom 
plate. However, Klahold teaches a flexible fixing member having a pair of 
circumferential-direction linear members (Figure 12 below) which are flexible, have a 
linear shape, and correspond to a circumferential direction of a tire of said automobile 
(Figure 12), and a width-direction linear member (Figure 12 below) which is flexible, has 
a linear shape, connects said pair of circumferential-direction linear members (Figure 
12), and corresponds to a width direction of said tire; and a first fixing portion (Figure 12 
below) and a second fixing portion (Figure 12 below) provided in relation to said bottom 
plate, a part of said circumferential-direction linear member on one side of a part which 
is disposed along at least an upper end portion of said tire being fixed to said first fixing 
portion (Figure 12), and a part of said circumferential-direction linear member on the 
other side of said part which is disposed along at least said upper end portion of said 
tire being fixed to said second fixing portion; wherein positions of said first fixing portion 
and said second fixing portion in said front-rear direction of said bottom plate are 
selectable (Figure 12) and a tensioning member 130/132 (Figure 12) to tension the first 
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and second fixing portion to the bottom plate. Therefore, it would have been obvious for 
one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Richter et al. and Gonska to include a flexible 



fixing member, fixing members and tensioning members, as taught by Klahold, in order 
to prevent movement within the container when shipping. 




1 1 . Claims 1 6 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Richter et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,190,179) in view of Gonska (U.S. Patent No. 
5,639,174), Klahold (U.S. Patent No. 4,993,898) and Wokeck (U.S. Patent No. 
4,781,271). 
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1 2. Regarding Claims 1 6 and 22, Richter et al., Gonska and Klahold teach all the 
limitations substantially as claimed except for a wedge shaped member disposed at a 
front side or a rear side of a portion of the tire that contacts said bottom plate. However, 
Wokeck teaches a wedge shaped member 1 0 (Figure 1 ). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Richter et al., Gonska and Klahold to include a wedge shaped member, as taught by 
Wokeck, in order to prevent the tire from rolling. 

1 3. Applicant is duly reminded that a complete response must satisfy the 
requirements of 37 C.F. R. 1.111, including: "The reply must present arguments pointing 
out the specific distinctions believed to render the claims, including any newly presented 
claims, patentable over any applied references. A general allegation that the claims 
"define a patentable invention" without specifically pointing out how the language of the 
claims patentably distinguishes them from the references does not comply with the 
requirements of this section. Moreover, "The prompt development of a clear Issue 
requires that the replies of the applicant meet the objections to and rejections of the 
claims." Applicant should also specifically point out the support for any amendments 
made to the disclosure. See MPEP 2163.06 ll(A), MPEP 2163.06 and MPEP 714.02. 
The "disclosure" includes the claims, the specification and the drawings. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ELIZABETH VOLZ whose telephone number is 
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(571)270-5430. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 8am- 
5pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anthony Stashick can be reached on (571 ) 272-4561 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 - 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IE. V./ /Anthony Stashick/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3781 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3781 



